
                           

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Racine Cooper, 2nd Vice President    
 

 Our March 24th program will be a forum allowing the five gentlemen running for 
the elected position of Sheriff of Greenville County to answer questions so we can 
make an informed decision in the June Primary.  Constitutionally mandated, the 
office of Sheriff is the highest ranking law enforcement office in the County.  We 
will be hearing from:  Mr. Bruce Cannon, Mr. Hobart Lewis, Mr. Will Lewis, Sheriff 
Steve Loftis, and Mr. Sam Manley. 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Mary Beth Green, President 
 

 The election year of 2016 is ripe with political fruit.  With elections at all levels of 
government, and very serious issues, there is much to keep organized!  When 
writing my Senator to stand against the gas tax, I used GCRWC handouts and 
Debbie Spaugh's Legislative Chair Newsletter article to add to my email.  To 
encourage you, the GCRWC is giving out notebooks and suggesting you take the 
time to add the monthly handouts, newsletters, and Action Alerts.   Current 
handouts will be on the tables at the monthly meetings.  Additionally, I am 
interested in anything you are willing to share with the Club, be it ideas, questions, 
Letters to the Editor or letters to your congressmen. 
   

Stepping it up a notch… If you are able to ride to Columbia, please let Debbie 
Spaugh have your contact information (her info on handouts).  Our legislators 
need to know that we are watching them, are continuously informed, and that we 
want them to represent our wishes.  In my case, an automatic reply to my email 
and a form letter suggests to me that my State Senator has not even bothered to 
read my email. That is not at all satisfactory and it is time to go to the next level.  
Who is with me? 
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GCRWC 2016 

Luncheon Dates 
 

March 24 

April 28 

Friday, May 27 * 

June 23 

July 28 

August 25 

September 22 

October 27 

December 1 
____________________ 

For Reservations: 

gcrwreply@yahoo.com 

or call 

Tracy Phillpott 

864-420-6259 

or go to 

www.go-greenevents.com  

 
 

*Note date change 
 

________________________________ 

 

Check out  

our website: 

www.GCRWC.org 
 

 
 

Join us on 

Facebook! 

Greenville County 

Republican 

Women’s Club 
 

 

 

March 24 Luncheon Meeting 

12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club 

 $18.00 Members 

$20.00 Non Members  

 

 

 
Call to make your reservations today! 

 

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

NOTE:  Our July meeting will not be held at the Poinsett Club due to repairs that will 

include the kitchen.  This is an opportunity for you, the members, to suggest a 

different venue – for July only. 
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Diane Hardy, Americanism/Homeland Security Chair 
 

It is clear that the UN/State Dept. refugee resettlement program is EXPENSIVE, SECRETIVE, RISKY and UNFAIR, so it's 

critical that the SC legislature do all they can to protect the citizens of our state.  Here are the bills currently addressing 

this issue.  Please contact your representative and express your support of these bills.  We need to get them out of 

judiciary committee and to the floor for a vote. 
 

SENATE 
 

S. 928 (Bryant, Peeler, Fair, Bright, Verdin). Joint resolution to prohibit state agencies from accepting any new refugees 

until new security measures are implemented by the federal government. (General Committee) 

First reading 1/13. 

S. 997 (Bright, Martin, Peeler, Fair, Grooms, Corbin, Verdin, Bryant). Requires refugees to enroll with DSS; permits the 

collection of civil damages from a resettlement agency if a refugee causes death, injury or property damage; SLED to 

confirm that refugees do not pose a public safety risk; no state or local funds may be expended on refugees without 

legislative authorization. (General Committee) 

Polled out of committee 1/28; set for Special Order 2/16; passed roll call vote 2/16 

_____________________________________________________________ 

HOUSE 
 

H. 4396 (Clemmons, Hicks, Taylor, Yow, Chumley, Burns, V.S. Moss). “Refugee Absorptive Capacity Act.” (Judiciary 

Committee) 

First reading 1/12. 

H. 4408 (Corley, Merrill, Yow, Chumley, Burns). Provides that the State may not use funds to assist the US Refugee 

Resettlement Program. (Judiciary Committee) 

First reading 1/12 

H. 4477 (Limehouse, Chumley, Burns). Prohibits public officials from utilizing any asset to assist in the relocation of 

Middle Eastern refugees. (Judiciary Committee) 

First reading 1/12. 

H. 4488 (Pitts, Delleny, Thayer, Merrill, Chumley, Burns, V.S. Moss). Joint resolution to prohibit any state agency, 

department, entity or instrumentality from assisting or participating in the planning or resettlement of refugees in SC, 

and from either spending state funds or soliciting or accepting federal funds for such purpose. (Judiciary Committee) 

First reading 1/12. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 

As I am writing this article (3/8/2016), the SC Senate is still debating the roads bill.  Many South Carolina taxpayers 

thought we had achieved a small victory last week with an amendment to the bill which removes the gasoline tax and fees 

increases and makes some reforms to the DOT.  Thank you to Senators Tom Davis and Lee Bright for holding the floor to 

point out that there is about $766 Million in additional recurring revenue which can be used for road and bridge repairs.  

A gas tax increase is not necessary.   Upon further review, there is probably not much more to celebrate.   

Elements needed for an accountable and transparent transportation funding system include:  

 Make the Governor and a Secretary of Transportation accountable for the SCDOT.  Eliminate the Legislature-

controlled DOT Commission and the Joint Transportation Review Commission.  

 Eliminate the State Transportation Infrastructure Bank.  Since 1997, this unaccountable entity has spent more 

than $4 Billion in only 10 counties.  All of these funds go to new projects, not maintenance and repair of existing 

roads and bridges. 

Some of the shortfalls of this amendment include: 

 It designates $400 Million from the $766 Million in additional recurring revenue to the DOT, but does not require 

that the additional funds go toward repair and maintenance.                                                                   Continued on page 3 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE NOTES 

Debbie Spaugh, Legislative Chair  

 

 

Status of Refugee Legislation for the 2016 SC Legislative Session 

Revised February 19, 2016 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

     

SUNSHINE NEWS 

We extend our sympathy to Geri Warren and family on the death of her son, David, 

on February 28, and to Racine Cooper and her family on the death of her brother, 

Von Randall Day, on March 9.  Please be in prayer for Geri, Racine and both their 

families at this time. 

Gayle Stanley, Chair - email your Sunshine news to t-gstanley@att.net 

 
 The amendment does abolish the Joint Transportation Review Commission, but not the DOT Commission.  The 

Governor would appoint the 8-member DOT Commission, with advice and consent of the Senate.  However, the 
Governor would have no authority to remove commissioners.  The Legislature, which controls the purse strings, 
would have the influence over the commissioners.                                                                                                 

 The amendment does not eliminate, or substantively reform, the State Transportation Infrastructure Bank.  The 

only change is that the DOT Commission must approve the decisions of the STIB. Since the DOT Commissioners 

would still be accountable to the Legislature, the STIB will likely continue spending taxpayers’ money on 

Legislators’ pet projects.   

I’m watching the Senate debate, and one Senator is suggesting that the Joint Transportation Review Commission is 

needed and should be added back in.  As the Senate, then the House further debate this bill, the end result may not be 

better than where we started.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Janice McPhee, Campaign Chair 
 

We have many dedicated members and associates who are diligently working on campaigns and attending 
GOP events and I would like to take this opportunity to commend you for your tireless efforts. These volunteer 
hours need to be recorded so GCRWC will be eligible for the NFRW Diamond Award.  So, please record your 
hours EACH MONTH and enter them into the Volunteer Log Book at our meetings.  You can contact me at 
jatmwgm@charter.net or 967-9618 with any questions or to report your monthly hours. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!! 
 

Dianne Mitchell, Membership Chair 
 

Some of you still need to renew your membership.  Purging of the roll begins this month, so please get your 

membership renewals in if you have not done so already.   

NEW MEMBER TABLE – If you joined GCRWC since January, there will be special seating for you at the March 

luncheon.  When you make your March reservation, please also email Dianne at diannekm@charter.net or call 

Dianne at 244-2717.   

MEMBER DIRECTORY Pictures will begin at the March meeting for our updated directory.  So make that hair 

appointment, whiten those teeth, and be ready to smile!  Photos will be taken before and after the meeting.     
 

Welcome new members in February! 

Mary Atkinson * Virginia Catalano * Elizabeth Chamblin * Phyllis Kelley * Deborah Kimmel  
 Susan Mitchell * Cheryl Schroeder * Linda Scoggins * Patricia Sobato * Barbara Wade  

 
   

 
    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

CAMPAIGN NOTES 

 

 

Julie Hershey, 1st Vice President 
 

During last month’s luncheon, I briefly mentioned local elected offices and appointed boards and 

commissions that will be available this election year.  These are vital areas our membership can get involved 

in for candidate recruitment and/or your own possible candidacy.  Appointments to boards and 

commissions do not require an election.  We can truly make a difference if we get involved!  I will cover this 

again and more thoroughly during the March luncheon meeting.  There will be additional information sheets 

for those members who didn’t receive one last month. 
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NOTE:  Please remember that going forward the cost of the luncheons will be $18 for 

Members and $20 for Non Members.  Make reservations at gcrwreply@yahoo.com, 

or call Tracy Phillpott at 864-420-6259 by Sunday, March 20.  You can also go 

online to www.go-greenevents.com, click the Greenville Women’s Club link, and pay 

ahead of time by credit card.  
 

Any lunches (including “standing reservations”) not cancelled by noon on Monday, 

March 21, will be billed by the club.  Please be aware that once the number of 

reservations has been turned in, the club must honor our commitment to pay for that 

number of lunches.  Thank you!   

March 24 Luncheon   

  12:00– 1:00 p.m.  

The Poinsett Club 

 $18 Members / $20 Non Members  

 

 

Greenville County 

Republican Women’s Club 

Mary Beth Green, President  

117 Mitchell Avenue 

Clemson, SC  29631-1533 

Check out  

our website: 

www.GCRWC.org 
 

 
 

Join us on 

Facebook! 

Greenville County 

Republican 

Women’s Club 

 
 

 

GCRWC 2016 

Luncheon Dates 
 

March 24 

April 28 

Friday, May 27 * 

June 23 

July 28 

August 25 

September 22 

October 27 

December 1 

*Note date change 
______________________________________ 

For Reservations: 

gcrwreply@yahoo.com 

or call 

Tracy Phillpott 

864-420-6259 

or go to 

www.go-greenevents.com 
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